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Principal’s message 
Colo Heights Public School is a small caring school 
which is committed to providing quality educational 
programs through a personalised and individualised 
approach. The staff are professional and experienced 
and work closely with a supportive parent body to 
maximise learning opportunities for all students.   

 

The school serves students from the surrounding 
areas of Colo Heights, Colo, Upper and Lower Colo 
and Putty. Most students travel to school by bus with 
many students travelling a considerable distance. 

Colo Heights Public School is a well-resourced 
school, featuring a modern two-classroom brick 
building, a fully resourced library and demountable 
classroom set in an attractive tree-studded 
playground with well-established gardens. The 
school also makes regular use of community facilities 
located adjacent to the school including hall, oval and 
tennis/basketball court.  

The students of Colo Heights Public School enjoy the 
many benefits of a small school while being provided 
with a range of opportunities similar to those 
available in larger schools. 

 

I certify that information in this report is the result of 
a rigorous school self-evaluation process and is a 
balanced and genuine account of the school’s 
achievements and areas for development.  

Michael Miller 

Our achievements 

Cultural Activities 
The students of Colo Heights PS are encouraged to 
participate in a variety of cultural activities. In 2005 
these included: 

·  The school entered art work by our students in 
the Hawkesbury Show. One Year 4 student was 
awarded first place in the district for his artwork, 
while many others placed or were awarded 
highly commended in art, craft and cooking 
categories. The quality of the students’ work was 
further recognised when the school was awarded 
the Ethel Nuttman Shield as the Most 
Outstanding School in the Hawkesbury District 
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·  The school held Education Week activities 
featuring student performance of poetry, drama 
and song 

·  The student representative council (SRC) 
organised a number of special activities including 
Crazy Hair Day, Book Character Day and Mini 
Fete 

·  Senior students were involved in a Small Schools 
Debating and Public Speaking Day at Vineyard 
PS. 

Sporting Activities 
A variety of opportunities in sport were provided for 
all students. These included: 

·  Specialist coaching was provided in gymnastics 
over eight weeks 

·  The school ran its own five-day learn-to-swim 
and swimming training program in Term 4 

·  The school held an athletics carnival as well as 
participating in the Small Schools Swimming and 
Cross-Country Carnivals, with two students 
progressing to District and one student 
progressing to the Regional Cross Country 
Carnival 

·  The school participated in the Small Schools 
Athletics Carnivals (track and field) with one 
student being recognised as 11 Year Girl 
Champion. The same student progressed to 
compete at State Athletics carnival, finishing 16th 
in High Jump 

·  The students in Years 4-6 participated in the 
Hawkesbury District Basketball Championships 
for the first time. As the only small school to 
compete the boys’ and girls’ team both 
performed well, winning games against larger 
schools 

·  The students in Years 3 and 4 attended an AFL 
clinic at Richmond organised by the local AFL 
Development Officer 

 

·  The school hosted coaching clinics for our 
students in AFL, Soccer, Rugby League and 
Cricket 

·  The students attended the whole school excursion 
to Sydney Olympic Park participating in a variety 
of activities including golf, inline skating, 
orienteering and polo hockey.  

General and specific school initiatives 
The school provided opportunities for the students to 
develop academically, physically and socially 
through a number of activities. These included: 

·  Participating in the Hawkesbury Independent 
“Design an Ad” competition, in which a Year 4 
student was awarded first prize in the Primary 
Schools’ section 

·  The upgrading of technology infrastructure 
throughout the school, allowing students to 
improve their skills in Information and 
Communication Technologies 

·  Improvement of school grounds through 
successful “enviro” days to establish further 
gardens throughout the school.   

Camps and excursions 
The Year 4-6 students had the opportunity to 
participate in a combined Small Schools camp to 
Canberra and the Snowy Mountains, giving them the 
opportunity to visit Parliament House, Questacon and 
the snowfields. This camp also allowed the students 
to mix with a wide variety of students from other 
small schools. 

 

The entire school also went on an excursion to 
Sydney Olympic Park where they participated in a 
variety of sporting and environmental activities. 
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Key evaluations 

Educational and management practice 

Culture 

Background 

In order to make decisions to improve the 
effectiveness of the school there is a need to gauge 
the opinions of people on aspects of educational and 
school practice.  

In 2005, following the appointment of a new 
principal the school decided to determine 
stakeholders’ ideas and attitudes about school 
culture. 

Surveys from School Map were distributed to 
parents. 20 families responded to the survey, a return 
rate of 80%.  

Findings and conclusions 

The surveys returned indicated an overall positive 
school culture. 

Some of the results of the survey were: 

·  95% of parents are almost always proud of their 
child’s school, the remaining 5% are usually 
proud of the school 

·  100% of parents believe that the school 
appreciates having their child as a student 

·  100% of parents believe that the school 
encourages their child to do their best 

·  95% of parents believe that the school knows 
about the families and community we serve 

·  90% of parents believe that parents support what 
is happening at the school. 

Future directions 

In 2006 the school will consult with the school 
Parents and Citizens Association and individual 
parents to: 

·  Determine ways in which parents can be better 
informed of school activities and curriculum 

·  Involve parents in meaningful partnerships with 
the school 

·  Ensure that school decision making processes are 
inclusive of all stakeholders. 

Curriculum 

Human society and its environment 

Background 

At the start of the 2005 school year the enrolments at 
Colo Heights PS were at a level that required the 
formation of two classes, instead of the three classes 
that had been formed over the previous years. 

As a result of this the scope and sequence chart of 
units developed within the school to ensure that 
student learning outcomes in Human Society and Its 
Environment (HSIE) were being addressed needed to 
be modified. 

Data about the existing units and teaching learning 
activities in HSIE was gathered by: 

·  Randomly sampling students in stages 1, 2 and 3 
through interviews to gauge student interest in 
current topics 

·  Whole staff discussions on the effectiveness and 
relevance to students and HSIE student learning 
outcomes of the existing units and existing scope 
and sequence 

·  Discussions at P&C meetings to determine parent 
satisfaction with the topics being taught in HSIE, 
their relevance to the students and parent 
understanding of the HSIE student learning 
outcomes. 

During 2005 the following initiatives were 
implemented: 

·  Draft units were developed to combine student 
learning outcomes from early stage 1 and stage 1, 
and also from stage 2 and stage 3 

·  Current school resources available for the 
teaching of HSIE were reviewed and a variety of 
commercially available resources was reviewed 

·  Staff evaluated current practice at similar sized 
schools and discussed current research and 
directions in the teaching of HSIE 

·  Staff began to assess units of work based on 
connected outcome groups (COGs). 

Findings and conclusions 

·  The current units of work developed within the 
school need to be updated to meet the changing 
class structure of the school. 

·  Where possible HSIE units of work should be 
developed that integrate student learning 
outcomes from other key learning areas. 
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·  Units of work and scope and sequence for HSIE 
need to be flexible enough to cater for different 
class structures within the school. 

Future directions 

During 2006 the school will: 

·  Develop units of works and a scope and sequence 
chart based on COGs that allow students to 
achieve the student learning outcomes in 
different key learning areas, especially HSIE and 
Science and Technology (2006 Target 1). 

·  Ensure that these documents have enough 
flexibility to cater for multi-grade and cross stage 
classes. 

Other programs 

Technology 

Background 

The integration of Information and Communication 
Technology skills into all key learning area programs 
has continued to be enhanced throughout 2005. 

The school is well resourced with computers. The 
school has a ratio of approximately one computer to 
every three students.  

Computers are used in all classrooms and the library, 
and all locations have Internet access. 

Computers are used to complement student learning 
outcomes in all key learning areas. 

Findings and conclusions 

During 2005 teaching practice and student learning 
outcomes have been enhanced through: 

·  Regular integration of computer based activities 
into the teaching of Literacy and Numeracy in all 
grades 

·  The establishment of a more reliable network 
infrastructure, including the use of a data server 

·  Employing a specialist teacher to implement a 
skills program for students 2-6 

·  The development of a school web site to 
highlight the quality of student work and improve 
communication with the wider community. 

 

Future directions 

In 2006 the school will: 

·  Evaluate the effectiveness of installing proxy 
server to streamline the maintenance of school 
computers, and improve the integration of the 
Office and School Information System (OASIS) 
into school management 

·  Involve students in projects such as DET Web 
Design Awards and Web quests to provide a 
focus for the integration of ICT skills into 
literacy programs. 

Student welfare 

Background 

Student welfare is addressed through the school’s 
Student Welfare and Discipline Policy. Issues are 
regularly discussed at staff meetings. Features of 
student welfare this year include: 

·  Recognition of student achievement at weekly 
assemblies and through the newsletter 

·  A student attending the Student Representative 
Council (SRC) district leadership camp 

·  Student input into school decision-making and 
planning through the SRC 

·  SRC leadership of school assemblies and special 
days 

·  Regular counselling support 

·  Access to support by Regional resources to meet 
the needs of individual students.  

Future directions 

The school will continue to be proactive in dealing 
with student welfare issues and will: 

·  Review school resources for the teaching of child 
protection 

·  Examine ways to further raise the profile of the 
SRC. 
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Learning assistance 

Background 

The school is allocated a support teacher learning 
assistance (STLA) for approximately two and a half 
hours per week. The school supplements this 
allocation, increasing it to approximately six hours. 
During this time an experienced staff member works 
with individuals and small groups of students to 
improve their literacy skills.  

 

Findings and conclusions 

During 2005 staff members attended training in 
strategies to support students with language 
difficulties.  Strategies have been implemented to 
help students experiencing difficulties in this area. 

Future directions 

During 2006 the school will: 

·  Implement strategies to assist students with 
language difficulties, K-6 (2006 Target 2). 

·  Continue to supplement the STLA entitlement to 
meet the needs of our students (2006 Target 2). 

Student performance 

Literacy 

Basic Skills Test - Year 3 

In 2005 5 students sat the Basic Skills Test in 
literacy. Of these 5 students, 3 were girls and 2 were 
boys. 

·  The students’ average score in writing exceeded 
the state average 

·  3 of the students exceeded the state average in 
reading, each student being placed in skill band 4 

·  In reading students performed less well in 
questions relating to locating and connecting 
information, and drawing information from 
images 

·  Students performed slightly below state average 
in language 

·  Students performed less well in questions 
requiring spelling strategies. 

Basic Skills Test - Year 5 

In 2005 5 students sat the Basic Skills Test in 
literacy, 3 girls and 2 boys. 

·  In reading students average score exceeded the 
state average, with 2 students placing in the top 
skill band. 

·  In writing 2 students exceeded the state average 
by a significant degree. 

·  In language 3 students exceeded the state 
average, and placed in the top 2 skill bands. 

·  In writing students performed less well on 
criteria relating to text structure. 

 

Progress over Time 

In literacy all four matched students have shown 
progress from year 3 to year 5, however only one has 
demonstrated growth at the expected rate of one skill 
band. 

In writing 75% of matched students have shown 
progress from year 3 to year 5, with one 
demonstrating expected growth. 

 

Numeracy 

School based assessment 

During 2005 diagnostic tests were used to attain 
baseline data on student performance in numeracy. 
The data collected indicated that: 

·  Year 3 students performed better in patterns and 
algebra, data and space and geometry than 
number and measurement 

·  Year 3 students performed better in the length 
and time substrands of measurement than in area, 
volume and capacity and mass 

·  Year 4 students performed better in the data 
strand of numeracy, and achieved equally well in 
all other strands 

·  Year 5 students performed better in the patterns 
and algebra, space and geometry and data strands 
than in number and measurement 

·  Year 5 students performed less well in the 
fractions and decimals, chance, area and volume 
and capacity substrands than in other areas 

·  Year 6 students performed best in the data strand 
of numeracy. 

Basic Skills Test - Year 3 

In 2005 5 students sat the Basic Skills Test in 
numeracy. Of these 5 students, 3 were girls and 2 
were boys. 

·  Students performed equally well in number, 
space and measurement. 

·  In number 3 students exceeded the average state 
score and placed in band 4. 
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·  In measurement and space students performed 
less well in questions relating to graphs and 3D 
space than in other areas. 

Basic Skills Test - Year 5 

In 2005 5 students sat the Basic Skills Test in 
numeracy, 3 girls and 2 boys. 

·  The students’ average mark exceeded the state 
average in Space. 

·  This year’s average numeracy score was within 2 
points of the state average and continues an 
upward trend over the past three years. 

·  Students performed better in space and 
measurement than in number. 

Progress over Time 

In numeracy all matched students have shown some 
progress from year 3 to year 5, with an average 
growth of 4.4.  

Our targets 

Progress on 2005 targets 

Target 1. To improve student numeracy 
outcomes in measurement 

Our achievements include: 

·  Initiating a program of school wide diagnostic 
assessments. 

·  60% of students achieving age appropriate 
learning outcomes in measurement. 

·  Individual student results in measurement in BST 
increased from 2004 results. 

 

Target 2. To improve student literacy 
outcomes in writing with a focus on language 
development 

Our achievements include: 

·  STLA entitlement supplemented and focussed on 
addressing expressive language needs of focus 
students 

·  Language and writing lessons integrated in 
morning literacy sessions throughout the school 

·  Staff trained in targeted language strategies. 

Targets for 2006 

Target 1. Develop units of work based on 
Connected Outcomes Groups 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

·  Evaluating DET COGs units of work 

·  Modifying COGs units of work to meet the needs 
of the students and the specific needs of a small 
school.  

·  Scope and sequence of units of work developed 
to take into account cross stage classes 

·  Morning sessions left devoted to literacy, and 
middle session each day devoted to numeracy 

Our success will be measured by: 

·  Improved student performance in Literacy and 
Numeracy as demonstrated in school based 
assessments. 

Target 2. Improved student achievement of 
student learning outcomes in language 

Strategies to achieve this target include: 

·  Supplement STLA allocation out of school funds 
to focus on students with language deficiencies 

·  Implement teaching programs to focus on 
expressive and receptive language 

·  Train staff in assessing expressive and receptive 
language difficulties. 

Our success will be measured by: 

·  No students placed in the bottom two bands in 
Language in Basic Skills Test, years 3 and 5 

·  Student growth from Year 3 to Year 5 in Literacy 
is at least one skill band or better. 
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Our context 

Enrolment profile 
At the beginning of 2005 our enrolments were 48 
students. During the year this number increased to as 
high as 53. 

The anticipated enrolment for 2006 is 48 students. 

Attendance profile 
The student attendance rate at Colo Heights PS in 
2005 matches the state average and is slightly above 
the average for the region.  

Semester 1 Attendance Rates 

50

60

70

80

90

100

2002 2003 2004 2005

School Region State

 

Class sizes 
In March 2003 the Government announced its 
commitment to publish primary class sizes in annual 
school reports in order to provide parents with as 
much local information as possible. 

The following table shows our class sizes, as reported 
at the 2005 class size audit conducted on Wednesday 
30 March 2005. 

 
Roll Class Year Total per  

Year 
Total in  
Class 

K-2 K 
1 
2 

9 
5 
6 

20 
3-6 3 

4 
5 
6 

7 
11 

6 
5 

29 

 

In 2005 the student enrolments entitled Colo Heights 
PS to form two classes. Each class is a multi-aged 
and multi-stage class. 

Parent and caregiver involvement and 
participation 
Parent, caregiver and community support is one of 
the main features of the school. In 2005 parent and 
community support, involvement and participation 
included: 

·  involvement in the P&C, Annual School Report 
Committee, Yengo Endurance Ride Raffle 
Committee and other fundraising activities; 

·  the regular involvement of many parents in 
helping in the classrooms with reading, craft and 
other activities; 

·  a large number of parents involved in the 
school’s special events including carnivals, gala 
days, picnic days, swimming programs and SRC 
special days; 

·  involvement of parents in a successful enviro-
day, resulting in significant improvements to the 
school grounds; and 

·  assistance by parents with supervision and 
transport of students to various sporting activities 
and other activities. 
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Financial statement summary 
This summary covers funds for operating costs and 
does not involve expenditure areas such as permanent 
salaries, buildings and major maintenance. 

Date of financial summary: 30/11/2005

Income $  

Balance brought forward  19 780.21
Global funds  47 430.14
Tied funds  15 924.39
School & community sources  9 489.52
Interest  1 260.83
Trust receipts  4 246.49
Canteen   0.00
Total income  98 131.58

Expenditure
Teaching & learning
           Key learning areas  2 597.85
           Excursions  3 946.18
           Extracurricular dissections  4 142.59
Library  1 949.75
Training & development   434.11
Tied funds  15 815.53
Casual relief teachers  1 463.68
Administration & office  21 204.96
School-operated canteen   0.00
Utilities  4 006.97
Maintenance  11 042.76
Trust accounts  3 428.84
Capital programs   0.00
Total expenditure  70 033.22
Balance carried forward  28 098.36

 

A full copy of the school’s 2005 financial statement 
is tabled at the annual general meetings of the School 
Council and/or the parent body. Further details 
concerning the statement can be obtained by 
contacting the school. 

This balance is made up of tied grants which are 
funds tied to a specific purpose, unpaid orders and 
casual salaries, provision for asset replacement and a 
reserve. 

About this report 
In preparing this report, the self-evaluation 
committee has gathered information from evaluations 
conducted during the year and analysed other 
information about the school’s practices and student 
learning outcomes. The self-evaluation committee 
has determined targets for the school’s future 
development. 

Members of the school self-evaluation committee 
included: 

Michael Miller – Principal 
Janet Norris – Staff Representative 
Virginia Stewart – Staff Representative 
Robert Klein – P&C President 
Belinda Mackintosh – P&C Treasurer 
Lance Ryle – P&C Secretary 
Roslyn Hilsden – School Administrative Manager 
 

A designated regional officer has provided guidance 
to the school during the self-evaluation process and 
validated the analysis of student performance data 
contained in this report. 

Gerry McCloughan 
School Development Officer 
Western Sydney Region 

The school education director has endorsed the 
targets contained in this report, which will be used to 
facilitate regional planning and allocation of regional 
resources. 

Chris Johnson 
School Education Director 
Western Sydney Region (Windsor) 

 

 
 

 

 

 


