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Our School at a glance

Students

In 2006 48 students were enrolled at Colo
Heights PS, 18 in the K-2 class and 30 in the 3-6
class.

Staff

In 2006 there were two full time teaching staff,
one part time teacher, one part time school
administration manager and one part time
general assistant at Colo Heights PS.

All  teaching staff meet the professional
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools.

Significant programs and initiatives

During 2006 our school was fortunate to
receive a visit from Greg Simms, an elder of
the Aboriginal community.

During 2006 the students in Years 3-6
researched some of the religions of the world.

During 2006 the senior students in our school
were given increased opportunities to assume
leadership roles.

The integration of Information and
Communication Technology skills into all key
learning area programs has continued to be
enhanced throughout 2006.

Student achievement in 2006

Literacy — BST Year 3

28.6% of Year 3 students were placed in the top
two skill bands for literacy and the remaining
71.4% were placed in skill band 2.

Literacy — BST Year 5
40% of Year 5 students were placed in the top
two skill bands for literacy.

Numeracy — BST Year 3

42.9% of Year 3 students were placed in the top
3 skill bands for numeracy and the remaining
57.1% were placed in the bottom 2 skill bands.

Numeracy — BST Year 5

50% of Year 5 students were placed in the top
two skill bands for numeracy, and a further 40%
were placed in skill band 3.

Messages

Principal's message

Colo Heights Public School is a small, caring
school which is committed to providing quality
educational programs through a personalised and
individualised  approach. The staff are
professional and experienced and work closely
with a supportive parent body to maximise
learning opportunities for all students.

The school serves students from the surrounding
areas of Colo Heights, Colo, Upper and Lower
Colo and Putty. Most students travel to school by
bus with many students travelling a considerable
distance.

Colo Heights Public School is a well-resourced
school, featuring a modern two-classroom brick
building, a fully resourced library and
administration building set in an attractive tree-
studded playground with  well-established
gardens. The school also makes regular use of
community facilities located adjacent to the
school including hall, oval and tennis/basketball
court.

The students of Colo Heights Public School enjoy
the many benefits of a small school while being
provided with a range of opportunities similar to
those available in larger schools.

| certify that the information in this report is the
result of a rigorous school self-evaluation process
and is a balanced and genuine account of the
school's  achievements and areas for
development.

Michael Miller




P&C message

The Colo Heights P&C exists to enhance the
education of the students at our school.

During 2006 the P&C provided funds to the
school to purchase prizes for the school
presentation evening, and to purchase books for
the school library.

The P&C has successfully applied for funds
through the Investing in Our School Program to
erect a covered walkway linking the library to the
rest of the school and a covered lunch area for
the students.

P&C members have also volunteered time,
equipment and supplies to maintain the school
gardens and grounds.

The P&C have also provided support through
their participation in school programs. The
support of P&C members allow the school to
successfully run the school swimming scheme,
reading groups, craft activities and excursions.

Robert Klein

Student representative's message

The Student Representative Council (SRC) at
Colo Heights PS consists of the Year 6 students
and representatives from other grades. During
2006 it had another busy year. As in previous
years it chose different charities to support.

In Term 1 the SRC held a Buzz Off day to support
children suffering from malaria. In Term 2 it ran a
mufti day to raise funds for the Royal Flying
Doctor Service and Butterfly Day to raise money
for the deafness appeal. In Term 3 the students
had fun blowing bubbles to support the asthma
foundation.

The SRC also had some end of term fun days. In
Term 1 a crazy hat day was held with some crazy
hats being designed and hat games such as hat
frisbee being played. In Term 3 the SRC
organised a flower power day.

Each year the SRC raise money to buy
something for the school. In 2006 a mini fair
raised $580. This will be used to buy portable
soccer posts.

The SRC would like to thank everyone who has
helped us this year, particularly with the mini fair.

Courtney Wilson and Samuel Mackintosh

School context

Student information

It is a requirement that the reporting of
information for all students must be consistent
with privacy and personal information policies.

Student enrolment profile

2002 | 2003 | 2004 | 2005 | 2006
Male 30 28 22 22 17
Female 28 26 21 25 27
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Student attendance profile

The data below shows that attendance rates have
fallen by 1.2 % from 2005. This slight fall is
largely due to a virus that affected the majority of
our students in the middle of the year.

Staff information

It is a requirement that the reporting of
information for all staff must be consistent with
privacy and personal information policies.

Staff establishment

2003 2004 2005 2006
School 93.2 91.3 93.8 92.6
Region 94.4 94.1 93.7 93.8
State 94.5 94.2 93.8 94.0
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Class sizes

In March 2003 the Government announced its
commitment to publish primary class sizes in
annual school reports in order to provide parents
with as much local information as possible.

The following table shows our class sizes as
reported at the 2006 class size audit conducted
on Wednesday 29 March 2006.

Roll Year Total Total in
Class per Year Class

K 7 18

1 8 18
K12 2 3 18

3 8 30

4 5 30

5 11 30
3456 6 6 30

The students at Colo Heights PS were formed
into two multi-age classes for 2006.

Position Number
Principal 1
Deputy Principal(s) 0
Assistant Principal(s) 0
Classroom Teachers 1.252
Teacher of Emotional Disabilities 0
Teacher of Mild Intellectual 0
Disabilities
Teacher of Reading Recovery 0
Support Teacher Learning

! 0.1
Assistance
Teacher Librarian 0.084
Teacher of ESL 0
Counsellor 0.042
Total 2.478

Staff retention

The teaching staff at Colo Heights PS for 2006 is
the same personnel as in 2005.

Staff attendance

Staff have access to leave entitlements such as
sick leave. Staff attendance is not reported in this
report when schools have less than 3.4 staff
members.

Teacher qualifications

All  teaching staff meet the professional
requirements for teaching in NSW public schools.

Quialifications % of staff
Degree or Diploma 100
Postgraduate 0




Financial summary

This summary covers funds for operating costs
and does not involve expenditure areas such as
permanent salaries, building and major
maintenance.

Date of financial summary: 30/11/2006
Income $
Balance brought forward 28098.36
Global funds 53977.93
Tied funds 45 347.78
School & community sources 10906.62
Interest 2056.98
Trust receipts 3785.00
Canteen 0.00
Total income 144 172.67
Expenditure
Teaching & learning

Key learning areas 3414.60

Excursions 487255

Extracurricular dissections 3566.53
Library 2270.05
Training & development 227.29
Tied funds 45141.89
Casual relief teachers 723.20
Administration & office 23045.70
School-operated canteen 0.00
Utilities 5093.24
Maintenance 15893.02
Trust accounts 3814.65
Capital programs 507.75
Total expenditure 108 570.47
Balance carried forward 35602.20

During 2006 Colo Heights PS received
substantial grants of $22 723 through the
Investing in Our Schools program and $3 400
through the Active After School Communities
program.

A full copy of the school's 2006 financial
statement is tabled at the Annual General
Meeting of the school Parents and Citizens
Association. Further details concerning the
statement can be obtained by contacting the
school.

School performance 2006

Achievements

Arts

During 2006 students from Colo Heights PS
entered artwork into the Hawkesbury District
Agricultural Show. One student was awarded

first place in their category and another
student was highly commended.

Students also entered the Ebenezer Spring
Art and Flower Show where three students
were awarded first place in their division.

Students have undergone an eight week
dance program with specialised instructors.
Students performed some of these dances at
the school presentation evening.

The school choir has performed items at the
Education Week assembly and presentation
evening.

Sport

During 2006 students from Colo Heights PS had
significant sporting opportunities and have
achieved at the highest level.

In swimming five students competed at the
Hawkesbury Small Schools Carnival with one
of these students progressing to the District
Carnival.

In Cross Country all students in Years 3-6
competed at the Hawkesbury Small Schools
Carnival. Two of these students competed at
the District Carnival and then went on to
represent at the Regional Carnival.

In Athletics three students competed in
individual events at the District Carnival, and
the Senior Girls Relay team also competed.
Of the three individual competitors, two
proceeded to compete at the Regional
Carnival and both of these students also
competed at State level as individuals.

The Senior Girls relay team competed at the
Regional Carnival in the mixed gender Nigel
Bagley Relay Trophy for Small Schools, and
placed first. The team then went on to State
where they placed 16™. A Junior Mixed Relay
Team also competed at the Regional Carnival
and placed 1* in the Nigel Bagley Trophy.

Two students also competed at the Regional
Athletics Carnival in the Students with
Disability Events. These students placed first
in each of the events they entered and were
selected to proceed to the State Athletics
carnival. One of these students received a
silver medal, coming second in the Junior
Boys Ambulant Shot Put.




The school also entered teams in the Academic
Hawkesbury Basketball Competition. The
girls’ team placed first in their pool and placed
2" after losing the final.

In the Basic Skills Test, the performance of
students is reported in skill bands ranging from
Skill Band 1 (lowest) to Skill Band 5 (highest for

Through the Active After School Communities Year 3) or Skill Band 6 (highest for Year 5).
program the students have had the
opportunity to receive specialised instruction Literacy — BST Year 3

in tae kwon do and dancing.
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28.6% of Year 3 students were placed in the top
two skill bands for literacy and the remaining
71.4% were placed in skill band 2.

Literacy — BST Year 5
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bands: Year 5 BST literacy
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40% of Year 5 students were placed in the top
two skill bands for literacy, and no students were
placed in the bottom two skill bands.




BST progress in literacy Numeracy — BST Year 5
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50% of Year 5 students were placed in the top
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3 skill bands for numeracy and the remaining Vear
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National benchmarks

The Commonwealth Government sets minimum
desirable standards for reading, writing and
numeracy at particular ages. These are referred
to as national benchmarks.

The performance of the students in our school in
the Year 3 and the Year 5 Basic Skills Test (BST)
is compared to these benchmarks. The
percentages of our students achieving at or
above these benchmarks are reported below.

Percentage of Year 3 students in our school
achieving benchmarks in 2005 and 2006

Percentage of Year 3 students meeting
national benchmarks

2005 2006
School | National | School | National
Reading 100 * 100 *
Writing 100 * 86 *
Numeracy 100 * 86 *

* National benchmarks were not available at the
time of printing this report

Percentage of Year 5 students in our school
achieving benchmarks in 2005 and 2006

Percentage of Year 5 students meeting
national benchmarks

2005 2006
School | National | School | National
Reading 80 * 90 *
Writing 100 * 100 *
Numeracy 100 * 90 *

* National benchmarks were not available at the
time of printing this report

Significant programs and initiatives

Aboriginal education

During 2006 our school was fortunate to receive a
visit from Greg Simms, an elder of the Aboriginal
community.

Uncle Greg spoke to the students about the
relationship between the Colo Heights area and

the Aboriginal community. Uncle Greg then led
the students through an activity where they
painted river rocks with traditional images.

Some of our senior students also assisted Uncle
Greg in the creation of indigenous artwork.

Multicultural education

During the year the students in Years 3-6
researched some of the religions of the world to
compare and contrast these religions. This
allowed the students to better understand the
points of view of different religious groups.

Respect and responsibility

During 2006 the senior students in our school
were given increased opportunities to assume
leadership roles.

The Student Representative Council assumed
greater responsibility in the organisation of school
activities as outlined in the  Student
Representative’s message.

Our senior students provided support and
guidance to our kindergarten students at the start
of the year.

Student Welfare

Student welfare is addressed through the
school's Student Welfare and Discipline Policy.
Issues are regularly discussed at staff meetings.
Features of student welfare this year include:

Recognition of student achievement at weekly
assemblies and through the newsletter.

Students attending the Student
Representative  Council (SRC) District
Leadership Camp.

Student input into school decision-making and
planning through the SRC.

SRC leadership of school assemblies and
special days.

Regular counselling support.

Access to support by Regional resources to
meet the needs of individual students.




Information and Communication
Technology
The integration of Information and

Communication Technology skills into all key
learning area programs has continued to be
enhanced throughout 2006.

The school is well resourced with computers. The
school has a ratio of more than one computer to
every three students.

Computers are used in all classrooms and the
library, and all locations have Internet access.

Computers are used to complement student
learning outcomes in all key learning areas.

Teaching practice and student learning outcomes
have been enhanced through:

Regular integration of computer based
activities into the teaching of Literacy and
Numeracy in all grades.

The development of a school intranet site to
allow students to design and publish web
pages.

The installation of a local proxy server to allow
for quicker and more secure internet access
for students.

Deployment of DET Authenticated Internet
Browsing and Email system to allow
communication between students.

Progress on 2006 targets

Target 1

Develop units of work based on Connected
Outcomes Groups

This year the school aimed to
evaluate DET COGs units of work

modify these to meet the needs of our
students and the specific needs of a small
school to allow greater time to be devoted to
literacy and numeracy

develop a scope and sequence of units of
work developed to take into account cross
stage classes

devote morning sessions to literacy, and
middle sessions to numeracy each day

Our achievements include:

Following the implementation and evaluation of
DET units of work based on COGs, and liaising
with DET Regional staff and other small schools
the school will continue to develop further units of
work based on COGs that cater for multi stage
classes.

Target 2

Improved student achievement of student
learning outcomes in language

Strategies to achieve this target include:

Supplement the STLA allocation out of school
funds to focus on students with language
deficiencies

Implement teaching programs to focus on
expressive and receptive language

Train staff in assessing expressive and
receptive language difficulties.

Our achievements include:

Halving the percentage of Year 5 students in
the bottom two skill bands in Basic Skills,
Language

62.5% of Year 5 were placed at least one skill
band higher than in Year 3

Key evaluations

It is a requirement for all NSW public schools to
conduct at least two annual evaluations — one
related to educational and management practice
and the other related to curriculum. In 2006 our
school carried out evaluations of Teaching and
Mathematics.

Educational and management practice
Teaching

Background

In order to make decisions to improve the
effectiveness of the school there is a need to
gauge the opinions of people on aspects of
educational and school practice.

In 2006 the school surveyed its community about
the teaching practices.

School Map surveys were distributed to all
families and 75% of these were returned.




Findings and conclusions

85% of surveys indicated that teachers’
classroom management almost always
helped students to learn, and 15% felt that
classroom management usually helped
students to learn.

100% of surveys indicated that what students
are asked to learn is almost always, or usually
important.

100% of surveys indicated that class activities
are almost always, or usually interesting and
appropriate to student needs and abilities.

55% of surveys indicated that parents and
students almost always understand how
student learning will be assessed, while 40%
usually understand and 5% sometimes
understand.

Future directions

Staff will continue to plan, implement and
evaluate quality teaching and learning
programs, while involving themselves in
professional learning activities to enhance
teaching skills.

Parent information sessions will be timetabled
to increase awareness of how student
learning is assessed.

Curriculum
Mathematics

Background

Mathematics is a vital part of the school
curriculum. The school has been reviewing the
teaching of Mathematics.

Surveys were distributed to all families, with 75%
of these being returned.

BST results were also analysed.

Findings and conclusions

Parent surveys indicated a strong satisfaction
with the teaching of Mathematics at Colo Heights
PS.

95% of surveys indicated that students
enjoyed Mathematics.

100% of surveys indicated that parents
believed students were learning concepts in
Mathematics.

A significant proportion of parents indicated
that they did not understand how Mathematics
was taught at school and were not confident
when helping their child with Mathematics at
home.

Analysis of results of Basic Skills Tests has
indicated;

A flat growth trend over the past ten years for
Year 3 and Year 5 students.

Over recent years there has been a negative
growth trend for Year 3 students, with a more
pronounced drop for boys.

Over recent years there has been a gradual
rise in Year 5 results, but a decline in the
results of Year 5 boys.

Future directions

The school will conduct a detailed item
analysis of BST results to identify areas in
need of improvement.

The school will evaluate the systems in place
that support the teaching of Mathematics.

Parent, student, and teacher satisfaction

In 2006 the school sought the opinions of
parents, students and teachers about the school.

Their responses are presented below.

The students felt that Colo Heights PS is a place
where they like to be and are treated fairly.

The parents felt that Colo Heights PS provides
teaching programs that meet the needs of the
children and the staff know and understand their
children.

The staff are proud of the school and feel
included in the community.

Professional learning

During 2006 the staff engaged in professional
learning  activities  that  improved their
effectiveness and will lead to improved student
learning.

All staff attended information sessions and
participated in school based activities to modify
student reports.

All staff participated in activities to compare
student work samples against syllabus
requirements to more accurately gauge student
progress.

All staff developed activities and programs to
integrate the use of technology into teaching and
learning programs.

During 2006 an average of $1150 was spent on
each teacher for professional learning.
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School development 2006 — 2008
Targets for 2007

Target 1

Further improve student achievement of
student learning outcomes in language

Strategies to achieve this target include:

Staff will conduct a detailed analysis of BST
Language results for the past five years to
identify areas in need of development.

Structure literacy programs to include a focus
on identified areas.

Supplement the STL allocation out of school
funds to focus on the learning needs of
students with language deficiencies.

Our success will be measured by:

No students being placed in the bottom two
skill bands in Language in the Basic Skills
Test for Years 3and 5

2007 Year 3 and 5 students achieving a
higher score in BST Language than the
previous five year average score.

Target 2

Improve achievement of student learning
outcomes in Mathematics

Strategies to achieve this target include:

Staff will conduct a detailed analysis of BST
Numeracy results for the past five years to
identify areas in need of development.

Implement Mathematics groups into the
school to allow for the focussed teaching of
stage outcomes.

Investigate ways of increasing boys’
engagement with Mathematics.

Our success will be measured by:

Establishing an upward trend in the BST
numeracy results for all Year 3 students.

Establishing an upward trend in the BST
numeracy results for Year 5 boys.

About this report

In preparing this report, the self-evaluation
committee has gathered information from
evaluations conducted during the year and
analysed other information about the school's
practices and student learning outcomes. The
self-evaluation committee and school planning
committee have determined targets for the
school's future development.

Michael Miller — Principal

Janet Norris — Staff Representative
Virginia Stewart — Staff Representative
Robert Klein — P&C President

Belinda Mackintosh — P&C Treasurer

Roslyn Hilsden — School Administration Manager

School contact information

Colo Heights Public School

3018 Singleton Rd Colo Heights
02 4565 0202

02 4565 0160
www.colohts-p.schools.nsw.edu.au
1346
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